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but at any rate it should not leave more than 5 per cent,
on a No. loox 100 sieve. From the grinding mills the
pulverised coal is conveyed to hoppers of convenient size,
over the firing end of the rotary kiln, whence it is fed by
specially arranged gear into the blast tube.

The dimensions of a rotary kiln depend, of course, upon
the output required; the usual size at present being installed
in this country is from 100 to 150 feet long, by about 6
or 7 feet in diameter; the latter dimension, allowing for
the p-inch fire-brick lining, gives an internal diameter of
about 5 or 6 feet The output from these kilns would range
from 300 to 600 tons per week, according to the class of
raw material used, i.e., whether wet process or dry process
of manufacture. The earliest types of kilns installed were
very much shorter, i.e., about 40 feet long by 3 feet 6
inches in diameter, with an output of about 100 tons per
week. A later installation was a battery of six kilns of
60 feet in length, which, working on the dry process, gave
an output of about 200 tons per week each. The tendency,
however, appears to be, wherever possible, to increase the
size and output of the kilns, and the author was shown
the order book of a firm of kiln manufacturers recently,
in which there had been nothing during the past twelve
months of less than 130 feet long. The longest kiln at
present at work in this country is one of 230 feet with an
output of about 1500 tons per week. It seems, however,
to be a matter that is open to some question, as to whether
it is always good policy to instal a kiln of such very large
output, unless in a battery with several of the same size ; it
seems rather like putting all one's eggs into one basket, if
such a homely simile may be permitted. The advantages
claimed are, first, economy in labour, since a large kiln is
no more trouble to control than a smaller one; second,
some slight economy in fuel consumption, since, with the
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